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The aim of this book, a revised doctoral thesis written with Hans-Josef Klauck and Margaret M. Mitchell as advisors at the 

University of Chicago, is to give full due to the Klementia as a narrative whole – as opposed to peeling down the redactional 

strata of a complex literary history – in order to explain the way in which the lengthy and complex final product is 

rhetorically tuned to construct a peculiar type of readership in its fourth century context. The title Klementia found in Greek 

manuscripts is preferred here to the Pseudo-Clementine Homilies (which in turn is shown to have led to various 

misrepresentations of the genre of the work) and used to encompass the narrative as well as ‘the three “preliminary” writings 

conventionally known as the Epistula Petri, the Contestatio or Diamartyria, and the Epistula Clementis’ (p. 4). 

In order to grasp the aim of the literary project of the Klementia defined in this manner, a thought-provoking introduction 

to the topic and the corpus is followed by an overview of the argument, which is then substantiated over the five chapters 

which form the bulk of the book. The proposal put forward is that, through its (re)construction of Peter as apostolic 

eyewitness, the Klementia develop a peculiar, directed hermeneutical reading of the scriptures – contrasted to the more 

forward exegetical methods of the time – that proposes ‘a progressive, narrative pedagogy in right reading’ (p. 10), and which 

also sets is in opposition or conflict not only to the ‘Greeks’, but also to other, more ‘Pauline’, Christianities.  

The first chapter sets the framework for the analysis in the following chapters by arguing that the function of the three 

introductory writings (Epistula Petri, Diamartyria, and Epistula Clementis) goes beyond grounding the novel in the apostolic 

age. These texts also ‘recover’ Peter from the Antioch incident of Galatians 2, building his character as the authorized 

interpreter of Jesus in this book, and frame the narrative that follows introducing key elements that are fleshed out later on, 

such as a dualist worldview and peculiar cosmogony and soteriology. This chapter also highlights as the imperative of having 

access to the right key in interpreting the scriptures, and the following chapters document in close reading the strategy 

deployed in using – and dealing with difficult (to the author of the Klementia) or even false passages form – the canonical 

Gospels. 

Patricia Duncan’s reading of the Klementia as a narrative whole, beyond all discussion of possible redactional layers, is 

of course both legitimate and welcome. Her proposal about a rhetorically sustained intention to construct a peculiar type of 

reader is interesting and well argued. Overall, it invites similar, comparative, treatment of the Pseudo-Clementine 

Recognition. The volume is completed with bibliography and usefully rounded off with indices of references (Old Testament, 

New Testament, and Clementine literature), modern authors, and subjects. 
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